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SATELLITE TRACKING OF JUVENILE KEMP'S RIDLEY SEATURTLES NEAR SABINE
PASS, TEXAS

Maurice L. Renaud

Southeast Fisheries Center, National Marine Fisheries Service, Galveston Laboratory, 4700 Avenue U,
Galveston, Texas 77551 USA

Five juvenile Kemp's ridleys, ranging from 32 to 36 cm in straight carapace length and from 5 to 7 kg in
weight, were fitted with satellite transmitters and released at Sabine Pass, TX. They were tracked in the Gulf
of Mexico for periods up to 72 days in water depths ranging from 1 to 13 m. Preliminary data on their
movements indicate that these turtles spent time In association with the Sabine jetties, nearshore coastal
areas and Sabine Banks, 13 km offshore from the turtles’ release site. Four of the five turtles remained in
the Sabine area where they were captured. The fifth turtle, captured in Galveston, approximately 110 km

to the south, returned to Galveston Bay in 10 days.
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